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President’s Note 
by Sharon Brown, WCBA President 

 
Welcome to the November newsletter. We have some 
timely topics for CLE presentations coming up in the next 
few months. 
 
Brad Lechman-Su is speaking this month about international 
law issues involved in service of process. Future CLEs will 
address timely topics including mort-
gage foreclosures and consumer is-
sues. 
 
Julie Viner has orchestrated the up-
dating of our website at 
www.wcbabar.org. Thank you, Julie! 
I'd also like to thank Liz Lemoine and 
Carol Hawkins for their great work on 
our newsletters. Thanks for all the 
hard work! 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

The WCBA Annual Holiday 
Party is scheduled for 

Wednesday, 
December 8, 2010 at 6 p.m. 
Details to be announced in 

December newsletter. 

 
Join the WCBA for a CLE and dinner at 

The Spaghetti Factory after the board meeting on 
Wednesday, November 10, from 5:15-6:15 p.m. 

The speaker is Bradley Lechman-Su, whose topic is 
Service Process Outside US Borders: Treaty and 
Nontreaty Service in State and Federal Court. 

See page 2 for details. 

Spotlight on Judge Eric Butterfield 
by Carson Bowler, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt 

Originally published in the October, 2010 Multnomah Lawyer 
and reprinted with permission. 
 
Judge Eric Butterfield was appointed in March to the Washing-
ton County Circuit Court by Governor Kulongoski to fill the seat 
vacated by Judge Mark Gardner. 
 
In trying to set up an interview with Judge Butterfield for this 
profile, my first clue that he defies convention came when he 
repeatedly insisted that he be called “Eric.” Clue number two 
came when he suggested that we meet for lunch at a sleepy 
McMenamins on Old Cornelius Pass Road. On motorcycles. My 
third clue was when he arrived on a black Buell XB12Ss, not a 
ride for the timid. 
 
Judge Butterfield’s journey from small-town Connecticut to 
circuit court judge has been as unpredictable as my initial in-
troduction to him. Judge Butterfield was born in Waterbury, 
Connecticut in 1965, where he lived until third grade and 
learned to play hockey. His father was an academic, and the 
Butterfields moved to Kansas City, Kansas for six years until he 
was a freshman in high school. The family then moved again to 
Seattle, Washington, where Butterfield attended Nathan Hale 
and Roosevelt high schools. 
 
After high school, Judge Butterfield attended undergraduate 
school at the University of Washington. He enlisted in the US 
Marine Corps Reserve after graduating with a degree in politi-
cal science and spent the summer between college and law 
school at boot camp. Although his childhood vision of being a 
fighter pilot was waylaid by not having the eyesight to match 
the dream, Judge Butterfield was activated during his final 
year at Willamette University College of Law by the Marines 
for duty in the (first) Persian Gulf War. He served as a combat 
engineer in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and finished as a sergeant 
in 1994. 
 
Upon returning from active duty, Judge 
Butterfield completed his law degree and 
became a member of the OSB in 1992. Not 
one to shy away from challenge or adven-
ture, Butterfield moved to Guam with his 
wife and took a job at the firm of Baumann 
& Hull, doing primarily criminal defense. 

(continued on page 2) 



 

 

 

THE WCBA NOVEMBER CLE & DINNER MEETING 
ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10th 

 
“Service of Process Outside US Borders: 

Treaty and Nontreaty Service 
in State and Federal Court” 

Presented by Bradley Lechman-Su  
 

Date: Wednesday November 10, 2010 
CLE 5:15-6:15 p.m. 

Cocktails at 6:15 p.m.  
Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Place: The Old Spaghetti Factory 

18925 NW Tanasbourne Drive 
Hillsboro, Oregon 97124 

 
Please send your pre-registration form to: 

Julie Viner, PO Box 912, Hillsboro OR 97123;  
phone 503.648.0300; fax number 503.693.9304; 
or via email to wcba.association@frontier.com. 

Please register by November 8, 2010, so that we will be 
able to guarantee space. 

 
DINNER COST $15 (PLEASE CHOOSE AN ITEM) 

 
Dinner Reservation:  

 
Your name: 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Spaghetti Sampler _____  
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce _____ 
Spaghetti with Marinara _____ 
Spaghetti with Mazithra Cheese _____ 
Fettuccini Alfredo _____ 
Baked Chicken with steamed broccoli_____              
  

CLE Reservation:  
Your name: 
 
______________________________________________ 
Yes, I will attend the November CLE 
 
Number of attendees: _______ 
$15 for members, $25 for non-members. 

Spotlight on Judge Butterfield (continued from page 1) 
 
He spent four years in Guam, and despite living in a house 
with a tempting view of the surf, he and his wife decided 
to move back to Oregon to start a family. Back in Oregon, 
Judge Butterfield began working at the Washington County 
office of Metro Public Defenders. He worked there 11 
years, ultimately becoming a chief attorney. He and his 
wife, Lisanne, have two daughters and a son. Butterfield 
has taken an active role in parenting and has spent count-
less hours coaching youth athletics. 
 
When Governor Kulongoski appointed Butterfield to fill the 
seat vacated by Judge Gardner, the governor made special 
mention of Butterfield’s “stellar reputation with judges, 
prosecutors, public defenders, other attorneys and law 
enforcement in Washington County.” Since being sworn in, 
Butterfield has dived into the position with the same pas-
sion and distinctiveness that he brings to his family and 
personal pursuits. 
 
Judge Butterfield has predominantly worked the criminal 
docket as a new judge. His experience as a lawyer has 
given him a thorough understanding of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the criminal justice system, and he has a 
keen interest in seeing that system run efficiently and ef-
fectively. He has taken the time and effort to visit with the 
sheriff’s department and jail programs’ staff to understand 
how his judicial decisions affect those agencies that imple-
ment sentences, from incarceration to probation, to reha-
bilitation and counseling. 
 
He also derives great satisfaction when the justice system 
improves the lives of those in it. He takes special interest 
and pleasure in trying to motivate people in front of him to 
correct their behavior and become better citizens. At the 
Washington County Jail, one is just as likely to find him 
talking to a deputy about jail operations as to see him talk-
ing to a sentenced criminal about his or her probation. 
 
Judge Butterfield’s judicial philosophy is measured and 
practical. He respects lawyers who can focus on the pri-
mary issues that need to be decided. He appreciates coun-
sel who can zealously represent their clients in a profes-
sional manner, and who do not feel compelled to advocate 
extreme positions. He also strives to respect the time of all 
parties involved who appear before him and works dili-
gently to run a timely courtroom. 
 
The filing deadline for a candidate to challenge Judge 
Butterfield’s seat has passed without any opposition being 
filed. If he is reelected in November, his term will be ex-
tended for six more years. When not spending time with his 
family, he enjoys skiing, bicycling and riding his Buell on 
winding country roads. 

Classified advertising rates: 
 
$20 for the first 50 or fewer words, and $.50 per 
word thereafter. Classified ads must be prepaid. To 
obtain a quote, send the proposed text to 
wcbanews@comcast.net. 
 
Display advertising rates will be announced. 
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Have you paid your 2011 WCBA dues? 
September, 2010 began the new year. The WCBA 

membership year runs through August, 2011. 
Dues for 2011 are $75, and may be paid by 

contacting Julie Viner, Administrative Assistant, 
at 503.648.0300. 


